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Spring 2018    

 

  771 Main Street  Glen Park, NY 13601 

  Phone: 315-779-2300, Fax: 315-788-6976 

 

As the Brownville-Glen Park building eagerly awaits the arrival of spring, I would like 

to share some of the events that have taken place in the building.   

 Our 1st and 2nd Grade classes held their Spring Concert at the GB JR/SR HS on 

March 1st.  Congratulations to our students and Miss Davis for a wonderful          

concert.   We had tremendous support from our 1st and 2nd grade families!  

  

 On March 16th, PTO will be hosting a Recreation Night (6-7:30 pm) in our school 

for students in 5th and 6th grade. 

      

Teachers and students are also busy preparing for NYS ELA and Math Tests.  These 

tests will be for students in grades 3-6.  I commend the staff and students who are 

working hard in preparation for both tests.   These tests have been reduced from 3 days 

down to 2 days each. 

 

Grades 3-6  ELA  April 11-12 

Grades 3-6 Math  May 2-3 
 

 

Mr. Joseph O’Donnell 

Principal 
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      Over the past few months, Pre-Kers explored how        

animals survive in the winter. We discovered how         

camouflage ensures their survival.  Students did               

experiments to help better understand how animals stay 

warm in the elements.   

  Pre-Kers continue to learn pictures letter sounds and is 

tackling rhyme. We love to giggle at  silly rhymes and    

create new words in the process.  We had a fun week    

reading and doing Dr. Seuss book related activities. 

  When the warmer weather arrives, you will find that our 

classroom turns into a garden full of plants that we are     

eager to learn all about!   
 

 

Mrs. Macintosh and                  

Mrs. Hennigan 

Discovering which way ice 

melts quickest! 
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  Kindergarten enjoyed celebrating the 100th day of 

school and Valentine’s Day in February.  It’s hard to 

believe that we have been in school over 100 days already.  We have been hard at 

work learning how to read and write using our blending and segmenting skills 

(sounding out).  Please continue to practice the ELA homework pages at home to 

help with your child’s reading fluency.  If your child has not yet counted to 100, 

please continue to practice at home.  We will be starting addition and subtraction 

soon.  It would be great to have all students know how to tie his/her shoes by 

spring.  Unfortunately we were not able to play outside this winter as many times 

as we had hoped due to our unpredictable weather.  Hopefully it will warm up soon 

so we will be able to play outside every day.  We have had enough of winter and 

are ready for spring!   

Mrs. Cloonan, Mrs. Dillabough, and Ms. Martin 

First grade has been very busy. We just 

celebrated the 100th Day of School! We 

made special hats, dressed like we were 100 years old and participated in many    

exciting activities with the number 100!! It is hard to believe that we have been in 

school for 100 days already!! Keep up the good work! 

The children are doing very well with their Rainbow Words. Many children 

are getting close to that pot of gold!! Keep practicing!! In Math we continue to work 

on addition and subtraction facts as well as place value. 

The children should continue to practice their math facts 

at home. The extra practice will help to increase their 

fluency.  

 

 We are looking forward to warmer weather and 

starting some fun Spring activities!! 

Mrs. Devine, Mrs. Hartle, and Mrs. Keenan 
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It is hard to believe we are half way through the school year!  We celebrated the 100th day 

of school on February 13th and Valentine’s Day  on February 14th!  We also celebrated 

Chinese New Year on Friday, February 16th by   learning about Chinese culture and  

sampling lots of different kinds of Chinese foods.  We even tried to eat with chopsticks!  

Mrs. Case joined the Brownville classes and read a story to Mrs. Robinson’s class.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Second graders have been busy learning spelling, phonics and other strategies to help 

them become better readers and writers.  We have finished our listening and learning    

domain, Fighting for a Cause and have begun our Science domain, Cycles in Nature.    

We will be learning about the life cycle of butterflies, frogs, plants and chickens; as well 

as other cycles in nature such as the water cycle and seasons.  Students will be completing 

a project on the life cycle of a living thing. 

In math we are learning how to count coins and tell time.  It is important to be able to 

skip count by 5s and 10s in order to count coins.  Please continue to practice with your 

child each day.   

We are all looking forward to warmer weather and outdoor recess! 

~~Mrs. Knight, Mrs. Pacini, and Mrs. Robinson~~ 
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Third grade is a busy, busy place!  The NYS ELA Assessment will 

be given during the week of April 9th and the NYS Math Assessment will be given during the week of 

May 1st.  Please remember to read, read, read at home and practice multiplication facts.  It is necessary to 

be fluent in both of these areas!  

In math, we are working on Chapter 10 “Fractions” and will soon be moving on to Chapter 11 

“Measurement.” 

In ELA, we are working on Domain 7: “Astronomy: Our Solar System and Beyond” and then we will 

move on to Domain 8: “Native Americans: Regions and Cultures.” 

In Social Studies, we are working on Unit 3 “Communities Grow and Change.”  In Science, we will be 

working on Chapter 10 “Matter and Its Properties.” 

Winter Break is now behind us and we are looking ahead to spring and warmer temperatures.  Be sure your 

child is dressed appropriately and ready to go outside! 

Mrs. Burgess, Mrs. Campany, Mrs. Delano and Ms. Faber 

 

Can you believe the second quarter has come and gone? In   

Social Studies and ELA, we continue to learn about the early history of New York State. The 

focus has been on Colonial American farming, trade, religion, work, and fun. The reading skills 

that we are mastering are identifying the main idea and making inferences. The 4th graders 

have also had plenty of practice writing paragraphs with topic sentences, supporting details, and 

conclusions. We will soon start reading Farmer Boy by Laura Ingalls Wilder. 

In Math, we are learning about fractions. The 4th graders are becoming experts at simplifying 

fractions!  We will soon move on to Geometry. Please continue to encourage your child to   

practice their multiplication and division facts at home as this is a very important step in 

achieving success in 4th grade math.  

The 4th grade also has a set of 30 Chromebooks to share among the 3 classes. Each class uses 

them twice a cycle for Iready practice and writing projects.  We have also incorporated some 

fun STEM challenges this year such as building a marshmallow catapult.  STEM is an acronym 

for the fields of science, technology, engineering, and math. Lastly, the New York State         

Assessments in ELA and Math will be held in April and May.  

Mrs. Ahlheim, Mrs. Hunt and Mrs. Nichols 
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ELA – Students are working on literary elements such as 

theme,  character, figurative language and comprehension 

skills using novels.  We will begin our Module work for the rainforest this month and tie  it  into 

a Project Based Learning Unit in which students will research a driving question and  create a 

project presentation.  Skills used during this unit will include research skills, paraphrasing,    

citing work, using chrome book, and various forms of presentations.  Mrs. Bucher’s ELA class 

continues to work on writing skills, main idea vs theme, and figurative language.   

MATH – 5th graders have been working on adding and subtracting like and unlike fractions as 

well as estimating sums and differences of fractions.  They will continue fractions for the next 

several weeks to include adding/subtracting mix numbers and multiplying and dividing        

fractions. 

SOCIAL STUDIES –Students just finished a unit on the Westward Movement and the Gold 

Rush.  The culminating activity included a presentation of their research and poster.  We are 

now gearing up for immigration which coincides with our next novel Nory Ryan’s Song about 

Irish immigrants and the potato famine.   

SCIENCE – We have started our unit on Animals and will finish invertebrates soon before  

moving on to vertebrates.  Students focused on characteristics of invertebrates such as sponges, 

cnidarians and worms.  They completed a worm research project as well.  The vertebrate unit 

will also tie into the ELA Project Based Learning unit as  students learn how to keep a science 

field journal and research certain rainforest animals.   

Other – Please send in a healthy snack and water bottle with 

your child each day.  If you can donate extra healthy snacks to 

share it is greatly  appreciated.   

        Mr. Worden 

                 Mrs. Sampson 

                    Mrs. Bucher 
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         Happy almost spring! We are approaching the end of marking period 

three and the sixth grade students have a lot of fun activities coming up to 

finish off the rest of the year before graduation. The students recently were given the wonderful opportunity 

to enjoy a presentation from Merry Go Round actors.  Certain students were able to see their writing piece 

in the performance and others were called up to receive a certificate of honor. The students did a wonderful 

job adding their personality and voice into their writing pieces that was completed on their own individual 

time. During Social Studies Miss Russell is stopping the SS curriculum and focusing on some math     

chapters that unfortunately we will not have time to fit into the school year.  These chapters include surface 

area, area, and nets of three-dimensional figures. If you haven‟t looked at our Science Interactive         

notebook, you should.  In Mrs. Dupee‟s science class your child has been busy creating a brilliant “Lab” 

notebook.  Each page is elaborately done,  including drawings, flip charts, diagrams and more. You can  

locate any topic we have covered in the table of contents that your child created in the front of their 

book.  You will find that most recently we started a Unit on Weather. Before winter break, the students   

participated in many Science Labs pertaining to topics learned. They observed a density lab, as well as a 

lab illustrating what happens to cold and warm air masses when they meet to form a front.   The most     

recent lab had the students in disbelief. We watched air pressure push a hard boiled egg into a glass bottle 

whole. I am sure you can imagine how surprised the students were.”  In the upcoming weeks, the students 

will be working on a severe weather project. I am looking forward to seeing what they find in their research 

and how they present it.  All sixth graders in ELA Lab have been learning about figurative language with 

Mrs. Montressor (Mrs. Hamilton‟s student teacher). They have worked with poems and analyzed Katie   

Perry‟s song “Roar”. With the state test approaching, tips for testing and some practice will be next. 

Mrs. Dupee, Mrs. Hamilton and Ms. Russell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Madalyn Paquette-Showcase author  6th grade Merry Go Round ECHOES    

performances 
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Hannah Trimper was the 
Brownville Glen Park Spelling Bee 
first place winner!  
 

 

L to R:  Row 1: Abigail Thilges, 
Colden Marks, Hannah Trimper   
Row 2: Haley Thomas, Cassidy   
Parson, Madison Parker 

Finalists in BGP and Dexter went on 

to compete in a dstrict wide spelling 

bee at the high school. 
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Kindergarteners just finished exploring 
and playing instruments in the     
percussion   family.  We‟ve been 
talking about the orchestra, and the 
four different instrument families that 
make it up!  Next, we will be learning 
about the basic elements of music, through singing and interactive       
SMARTboard lessons. 

1
st
  & 2

nd
 graders gave a fantastic performance on the night of March 1

st
.  I‟m so 

proud of you!  You worked so hard these past few months, and you really 
shined like stars on concert night.  Congratulations!  Now that it‟s over, it‟s time 
to sing and dance to tunes from the  Emerald Isle, as St. Patrick‟s Day         
approaches! 

3
rd

 graders just finished celebrating Black History Month by learning all about jazz 
music, from the instruments in a jazz band to the famous black musicians who 
helped spread jazz music all around the world.  We did some scatting, did a 
little swing dancing, and improvised on the bells! 

4
th
 graders are doing such a great job on their recorders!  We recently finished 
two pieces from BAG Rogers in the 29

th
 Century, a collection of cool         

space-themed songs.  We learned our fifth note, high D, and are starting our 
most challenging piece yet: When the Saints go Marching In. 

5
th
 graders have mastered the next piece in the These, The Endangered series: 
“Tiger.”  Now they know “Polar Bear” and “Tiger” very well, and soon we will 
move on to the last piece in the series, “Whale.”  In the meantime, we‟ve been 
doing some music math and learning and practicing our time signatures. 

6
th
 graders are learning about famous composers like Bach, Beethoven, and   
Mozart, and the periods in which they lived.  Soon, we will begin learning about 
different genres of music, and analyzing some great music from each genre! 

March is „Music in our Schools’ month!  Help us celebrate by listening to some  

fabulous music!  Go to a concert, watch a musical, or have a kitchen karaoke   

session! March stands for music =) 

Ms. Davis 
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Physical Education classes in the BGP Elementary have been engaging students in cooperative games.  

Students work in small groups and try to accomplish a common goal or task using various strategies.  

Communication, cooperation, and concentration were essential to the success of their team. Students talked 

about how to plan for tasks and how to be a leader and or a direction follower in the group, both are very 

important. The strategies and fundamentals have been    discussed and the hope is that students will now be 

putting them to use in real life situations. Students are also working on their sportsmanship while working 

with team members. Being a positive and encouraging team member is very  important to being successful 

as a group. 

 We will be transitioning into our rhymes and dance unit at the end of   February. Dance is an      

important part of physical education in that it is a lifelong physical fitness activity. The students in grades  

3-6 will be working on popular dance sequences and making up their own performances for the              

culminating   activity. Students in grades k-2 will be working on square dancing and popular line dances.  

 Please remember to have students take their jewelry off on days that they have PE. Also the       

weather looks to be staying with the snow theme, so please have students pack sneakers in their back packs 

on days that they wear boots.  

Thanks, 
 

Mr. Knowlton and Ms. Labiendo 

 

 

 

In January we had two students from the Gold Band represent Brownville-Glen Elementary at 

the Elementary Bi-County Band. Please congratulate Haley Thomas and Natalie Farr! We 

are currently working on our Spring Concert music, where one of our very own, Collin 

Vodicka, a senior band student at the high school, has arranged Sweet Caroline for the band to 

perform!  

Beginning Band has now learned their first five notes! In the next upcoming weeks we will 

start learning our very first band piece. They have been working incredibly hard on their      

instruments; you will not want to miss their first concert on May 22nd! 

Please continue to encourage your student to practice, and do not forget to join our Remind 

class or visit our website on the school page!    Mrs. Yost 

Band News  
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News from the Health Office 

                         
    

Are you waiting for Spring?  Yes we are so ready!! 
 

 We are busy in the Health Office! Usually after the February break I see a decrease in   

students’ illnesses- but not so in the case this year…even though there has been a decrease in the 

“Flu”. 

 

Sick Child Guidelines 
 

Teachers realize there are times when it is in the best interest of your child to keep him/her 

home from school due to illness. We must try to provide a healthy environment for all students 

and staff members in the school. 

 

Young children are notoriously good at spreading germs. Parents know their children best 

and can help determine if the child is well enough to remain in school for a 6½ hour school day. 

Therefore, the goal of the sick child guidelines is to assist the parent/guardian with the decision to 

keep their child home from school due to illness or infection. 

 

 Many children come to the Health office soon after they arrive to school with a 

variety of complaints of not feeling well, possibly due to sore throat, rashes, ear aches, 

headaches, stomach aches, nausea and vomiting. Sometimes all they need is to stay home 

for some rest, fluids and perhaps medication to help with some of these symptoms. 

 

 Having sick children come to school only to be sent home shortly after arrival 

makes the child uncomfortable, inconveniences the parent, and exposes other children 

who then    become sick also. 

 

Continued on next page... 
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Our school policy states that you should not send your child to school               

if she/he has: 

Fever in the past 24 hours - over 100.4 F. 

Diarrhea 

Vomiting 

Sore throat 

Rashes 

Red draining eyes 

Thick green nasal drainage. 

Ear ache – especially if it has kept them awake at night. 
 

 

 

Children who are suspected of having a communicable disease will be sent home for diagnosis 

and treatment. After a child is diagnosed with an “Infection”, it is very important to keep him/her 

out of school for at least 24 - 48 hours after starting antibiotics. 

Your child’s physician can help you determine if your child is able to return to school, however it 

is important to make sure they are truly feeling better and able to make it through the school day. 

With viral illnesses it may take longer before your child is well enough to return to school. 
 

Feel free to contact the Health Office with any questions or concerns if you aren’t sure of sending your child 

back to school! 

 

Mrs. Higgins RN 

BGP Elementary School Nurse 

(315) 779-2323 
 

FYI – Stay Tuned……  School Nurses have just been notified that……. 

 

There are some major changes in the New York State Requirements 

 

regarding Physicals for students attending public school for the  

 

2018/2019 School Year 
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Brownville-Glen Park Elementary artists are ready to BLAST OFF into SPRING! 

Kindergarten through sixth grade artists have been anxiously awaiting their science 
enriched art projects...here are some photos of our  progress. Stay tuned on Artsonia 
to see your child’s final results. 

         
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I would like to thank everyone who participates with Artsonia.  
Your children are beaming with pride when they tell me what  
products you have bought featuring their work, or who has  
left them supportive comments. This year, with the money  
we have earned because of your generous participation,  
we will be buying paint to create an outer space themed  
mural in our building. Thank you for your continued  
support of the arts, and stay tuned for our progress. 
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We have been busy in library doing research, learning about internet safety and many 
other things.  
Kindergarten: We will continue to read stories every library as well as talk about 
characters and setting of a story, learn the difference between fiction and non-fiction, 
and the Caldecott Award. 
First Grade: We have been discovering different fairytales and nursery rhymes, we 
tried our hand at rhyming like Dr. Seuss, and we will work on our typing skills in the 
upcoming weeks. 
Second Grade: We will continue to work on dictionary skills as well as practice our 
typing skills. 
Third Grade-Sixth Grade: We will work on our Olympic sport or athlete research 
this month. Students will log into google classroom and use google slides to create a 
presentation. Encourage students to practice it at home. The more they practice using 
google slides the easier it will be.  
 
We have been working on typing during library class as well. This is such an important 
skill the students need to learn. The computers at school have a typing program that 
we use but I would like to encourage you to create a log in for your student at 
www.typingclub.com. That way they can continue practicing at home.  
I also want to encourage you to talk to your child about internet safety. This is such 
an important topic. Here are a few websites that can be helpful:  
https://kidshealth.org/en/parents/net-safety.html 
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/privacy-and-internet-safety 

http://www.netsmartz.org/internetsafety 

Thank you for all your support and keep reading with your child.  

Mrs. Wietig 

http://www.typingclub.com
https://kidshealth.org/en/parents/net-safety.html
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/privacy-and-internet-safety
http://www.netsmartz.org/internetsafety

